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co-operation in resisting the Turks, and claiming the support of France
and Italy in their attitude.
This communique had not been communicated either to the Foreign
Office or to the Foreign Secretary, and Curzon, as his biographer tells
us, was "infuriated" by it.1 He characterized it as "a manifesto
in essence and flamboyant in style." Far worse, neither the French
nor the Italian Governments had been consulted, and they immediately
took deep offence at a proceeding which they considered rash and
provocative and withdrew their detachments from Chanak. Curzon
rushed over to Paris, and after several painful interviews with Poincare
induced him to consent to an invitation being sent to Kemal to negoti-
ate with the Allies. The French Prime Minister, however, was firm
on the point that neither he, nor his Government, nor the French
Parliament, would risk the life of a single French soldier in a war
with the Turks. No answer came from Kemal and in the meantime
the situation was complicated by another revolution in Greece,
followed by the abdication of King Constantine and the return of
Venizelos, who presented himself as the envoy of the new Greek
Government in London. This stiffened the backs of the Phil-Hellenes
in the British Cabinet, and on September 29 a " Conference of Minis-
ters " decided, against Curzon's remonstrances, to send Sir Charles.
Harington, the British commander in Constantinople, an ultimatum
for communication to the Turkish commander. Sir Charles wisely
kept die ultimatum in his pocket and continued to parley with the
Turkish commander, with the result that the Turks consented to the
Mudania Conference which paved the way to the Treaty of Lausanne
in the following year.
It will always be a subject of debate whether the British attitude
kept the Kemalist movement within bounds, or exposed the Greeks
to an unnecessary disaster.   But it can only be said that the Allies
collectively cut a sorry figure in the whole business.   If in 1919 they
had decided that the Turks should be left unmolested in their " home-
lands " in Ask, they would have had no difficulty in imposing their
own terms for Turkey in Europe including Constantinople and the
1 "Life of Lord Curzon," Vol. IH, p. 299.
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